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business men, were quite right to refuse

to take the responsibility at 16s. 3d. per
ton for 400 miles. No one can argue
against that. They, as busiuess men, re-
fused to take the responsibility. T would

appeal to the department to look at it |
uot so much from a business point of view -

as from a patriotic point of view.
owners will not ship ore except at a low
rate, but at a low rate the department
will not take the responsibility. I think
the Govermment might take the responsi-
bility or exercise more care and pro-
tection. At once there would be larger
quantities of ore shipped and the out-
put will be greatly increased, and the
increase directly or indirectly would do
good to the colony. It will far and
away out-balance any loss the Govern-
ment might be involved in in the loss
of a few pounds of ore. I caunnot see
how there can be any loss if sufficient
care is taken to guard against it. This
may be slightly wandering from the
Speech, but 1t is un important point, a
very important one, and I thought I would
take the opportunity of Lringing it under
the notice of the Grovernment. T do not
blame the Government for not taking
the responsibility, but I appeal to them to
look at the matter more from a putriotic

Mine .
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and before long our prosperity will be
greater than we have ever dreamt of
before.

How. E. McLARTY moved the ad-
journment of the debate until the next
sitting day.

Put and pussed.

Tur ACTING PREMIER (the Hou

| B. H. Wittenoom) moved, “That the

point than u strictly business point. -
I think the country may congratulate '

itself on the extra demand for agricultural
land. Large areas of land have been
taken up in various parts of the country.
Many men who were looked upon as birds
of passage are now taking up land, and
are now looked upon as bond fide settlers.
They are trying, and in many instances
with success, to make the colony, in more
ways than oue, a producing colony. I
may be excused if I touch upon the
timber lands and express my satisfaction
at their promised development. T sawin
a newspaper the other day that the
Minister of Lands proposed to bring for-
ward his new Forests Bill to improve the
present regulations, which are not favour-
able towards the cutting and export of
timber on a large scale, except in regard
to those people who have vested interests.
I think all the members of this House and
the country may fecl perfectly satisfied
that olthough o depression hus existed,
and does exist, it is only a thin depression,
only a very slight veil over the blue sky
of prosperity which is stretching over us,

House at its rising do adjourn until 4-3(
p-m. next day.”

Put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjowrned at 43¢ o'clock
until next day.

Fegislative Jssembly,
Tuesday, 17th Angust, 1897.

Meeting of the Assemnbly—Messnge: Opening Proceed.
ings—Sweuriug-in of Members—Election ongeuke:
—Presentation of the Speanker-Elect~The Gover
nor's Opening Speech—Motion: Address.in-Reply
—Puparg, &c., Presented—Roods and Sireets Clo-
sure Bill: first readieg—Adjournment.

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Legislative Assembly met at 2:30
o'clock pam., pursuant to Proclamation
by His Excellency the Governor, which

Proclamation was read by the Clerk.

MESSAGE—QPENING PROCEEDINGS.

A DMessage from the Commissioners
appointed by the Governor, to do all
things necessary for the opening of Par.
liament, requested the attendance of
members of the Legislative Assembly in
the Legislative Council Chamber; and
hon. members having accordingly repaired
to that chamber and bLeard the Commis-
sion read, they returned to this chamber.



FElectivn of Speaker.

SWEARING.IN OF MEMEERS.

17 Aoousr, 1897,

His Honour Mr. Justice Sroxg, having

heen commissioned by the Governor, ap-
peared in this chamber to administer to
msmbers the oath of allegiance to Her
Majesty.

The Crerk (Mr. (dale) thereupon pro-

duced the election writs, showing the -
return of 44 members as representatives

to this Assembly.

The members present then severaully
took and subscribed the oath, as required
by the 52 Vict., cap. 23, sec. 22,

[At a later stage, the Speaker ufter his
election, wunounced that he had received
a  Conunission Erom the Governor,
authorising him to adninister the oath
or affirmation to other elected members
who might present themselves. ]

ELECTION O SPEAKER.

Me. HARPER (Beverley) said: Mr.
Gale,—1T rise with very great pleasure to
propese Sir James George Lee Steere as
a suitable person to be elected the
Speaker of this Assembly. Sir James
has so long occupied a seat in previous
Parliaments in  this colony, and has
filled the position with so much diguity
and lonour to himself and pleasure to
the members who have sat with him, that
I think no one can for a moment say he
is not the fittest person in this Assembly
to preside over its deliberations.

Mr. SIMPSON (Geraldton): I have
very preat pleasure i seconding the
motion of my hon. friend. Very few
words are required to commend it to the
House; for I believe I express the
opinion of every member who has pre-
viously held a seat in this House when I
say that the late Speaker’s urbane impar-
tiality and dignified judgment in the
conduct of business have ever commended
him to their respect and that the very
atmosphere of fair-play which Sir James
Lee Steere infuses nto the Assembly
contributes largely to the dignified charac-
ter of the proceedings which, under his
presidency, always have, and I believe
always will, mark the procedure of
Parliamentary business. I have very
great pleasure in seconding the nomina-
fion.

No other member bemg proposed,

Sir JAMES G. LEE STEERE rose in
his place and said: Mr. (Gale,—I highly
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appreciate the lonour which it is proposed
to confer upon me by the House, and 1
beg to submit myself to the desire of hon.
members.

Tue SPEAKER-ELECT, having been
conducted to the Chair by lus proposer
and seconder, said: Honowralble mein-
bers,—I desire to thunk you for having
placed me in this dignified and honour-
able positiow, as Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly. I can assure you I value
it very highly indeed, believing as I do
that it is one of the most dignified posi-
tions which any man can hold i any
country, that of Speaker of the representa-
tives in the people’s House. I think
that the proceedings in this House
hitherto, as hon. members who have sat
in it will agree with me in saying, bave
been conducted with great decorum, and
in such a manmer ag I Dbelieve has
obtained the approval not ouly of mem-
bers who have sat in this House, but of
the public generally; and I am quite
certain that no House can deserve the
commendations of the public unless its
proceedings are conducted in such a
manner a3 to deserve their approbation.
But, at the same time, I would wish hon.
members to always bear this in mind,
that the Speaker is completely powerless
uniess he is supported by the goodwill of
the members. Hitherto I have always
received that support, since I have had
the honour of being Speaker, and I feel
certain 1 shall continue to receive it from
hou. members. The other day, when
reading in the newspapers a report of the
appointment of the Speaker in the House
of Commons, I could not help thinking
how very true was the new Speaker’s
remark, that it was easy enough for
a Speaker to be impartial, but some.
times very difficult for him to appear
impartial to others. I can quite under-
stand that when, in the heat of de-
bate, the Speuker has cailed a member to
order, that member may think the Speaker
has been unfair, and his conduct may not
appear impartial at such a time. But I
am certain that in calmer moments, when
the heat has cooled down, any member
who may have had this feeling will after-
wards realise that the Speaker’s conduct
had been impartial. Of course a Speaker
is guided principally, almost entirely, by
certain text-books that he has to rely
upon, embodying the Standing Orders
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and the practice of Parlinments through-
out the world. Those Standing Orders
may appear to many pecple, as I know
they do, to be in sowne respects ridiculous ;
and such persons are apt to say, * What
do we want to have such and such a
Standing Order for?” DBut I am sure
that when we come to consider why these
Standing Orders have been passed by
some of the ablest Parliamentarians that
ever lived, we shall form a different
opinion ; for we shall find they have three
principal objects in view. One is to give
power for preserving due decorum during
debate. Another is to protect the rights
of minorities in the House. And another
is to ensure that there shall be certain in-
tervals of time for the due consideration
of measures passing through the House.
These are, I think, mostly considered to
he laudable objects indeed ; and perhaps
you will agree with me that all these rules
of procedure tor the orderly conduct of
business in Parlisment have been devised
with the best intent, and are such us T
think will Le approved by mewnbers of this
Assembly as being rules which cannot
well be improved upon. I thank you
again for having placed me in this honowr-
able position; feeling sare that, with your
support, I shall be ahle to conduct the
proceedings of this House with satisfac-
tion to yowrselves and the country. I
would also wish to say to new members of
this House that it will always be my
pleasure, as it is also my duty, to afford
every assistance to those members who
may desive at any time to take counsel
with me, in reference to bringing forward
any measures in which they may be in-
terested, or auy matter on which they may
wish to have my opinion in regard to the
procedure of this House.

PRESENTATION OF THE SPEAKER-
. ELECT.

Hon. members then proceeded to Gov-
ernment House, to present the Speaker-
Elect to the Governor; and, upon their
return to this chamber,

Mg. SPEAKER said: I have to inform
the House that, accompanied by hon.
members, I proceeded to Government
House and acquainted His Excellency the
Governor that, in pursuance of the Con-
stitution Act, the Assembly had elected
me their Speaker. In the name and on

[ASSEMBLY. |

Address-in-Beply.

behalf of the House, T also laid claim
to the undoubted rights and privileges of
the House — freedom of debate and access
to His Fxcelleuey-—and I requested that
the most favourable construction may be
put upen all cur proceedings.  His Fxeel-
lency was pleased to approve of your
choice, aod also to confirm the coustitu-
tional rights and privileges of the House.

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH.

Black Rod having appeared at the Bar,
and delivered a summons from the Gov-
ernor,

Mg. Speaxer and hon. members re-
paired to the Legislative Council Chamber,
where His Excellency delivered a Speech
on the opening of Parliament. [ Vide p.
2, anfe.] Mr. Speaker and hon. mem-
bers then returned to their own chamber.

MOTION—-ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Mg, KINGSMILL (Pilbarra) :
Speaker,—In rising to propose the
Address-in-Reply to the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor which honour-
able members have just listened to, I must
put on vecord my intense appreciation of
the honour that bas heen done, not only
to me personally but also to the district
of Pilbarra which I represent and to the
great and important mining industry, by
one section of whose adherents I have
been returned to this House. I must. in
anticipation, crave the indulgence of
honourable members towards one uu-
versed in Parliamentary procedure, and
ask them to extend to me the leniency
which the cireminstances of the case seem
to me to demand. The Speech of His Bx-
cellency the Governor has allotted to this
House a task which, though likely to be a
short one, contains as its principal item a
measure which I—and I think most of
the honourable members of this House
will bear me out—regard as one of the
most important which the Parliament of
Western Australia has yet had to de-
liberate upon. I refer to the Conmunon-
wealth Bill, which it will shortly be our
duty to consider. [t is to be hoped
that Western Australia will furnish to the
Federal Convention, to be held in Sydney
in September, u Bill embodying principles
that will be reconcilable with those von-
tained in the contributions of her sister
colonies, and that the combined efforts of
the people’s representatives in euch State
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may quickly result in a United Australia,
free from those vexatious heurt-burnings
and petty jealousies which arise from
the presence of imaginary houndaries
between peoples whose characteristics
are the same and whose interests are vne.
1t is a matter for comgratnlation that o
step in the right direction was taken by
the last Parhament in the Amendiment
of the Constitution Act, providing further
representation  for the people of this
colony. It is my mest fervent wish that
this Parliament may worthily follow in
the footsteps of its predecessors in this
divection, and render the voice of the
people more intelligible by an amendment
of the Electoral Act now in force, and
under which such hksome couditions are
imposed on the would-be elector. The
domestic finances of the colony appear
from His Excellency’s Speech to be m o
sutisfactory condition. To uvne like my-
self, who has on his way hither to traverse
the greater part of this immense colony,
cvidences are fortheoming at every point
that the wants of the people ure being at-
tended to, by the number and importance
of the varivus public works now being
proceeded with. There is little index
given in His Excelloncy’s Speech of the
further policy of the Government in this
direction, but I most earnestly hope that
their future endeavours may have the
effect of ameliorating the conditions of life
and increasing facilities for production
throughout the colony for all classes.
His Excellency has made reference to the
continued satisfactory yield of gold ; and
it is pleasing to know that almost as the
Speech was being peuned there arrived
from the Eastern goldhields an escort
bringing by far the largest amount of the
precious metal yet carried in one con-
signment to Perth—a most eloquent viu-
dication of his statement, and a still more
flattering augury for the future. In my
opinion, the Government now have it in
their power to materially increase the
already large yields, by the carrying out
of the scheme pronmlgated by the Hon.
the Premier in his speech at Bunbury for
the erection of public Latterivs at suitable
centres. I also think that if care and
discretion
of these batteries they can claim to be
classed as reproductive works. A nost
desirable step also on the part of the
Glovernment would be the aliocation of
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money for the encourngement of dond fide
prospecting by private individuals, There
1s probally no eluss of men who do more
to benefit the countrv—and in most cases
do it with u whully inadequate personal
reward — than the men who risk, not only
their mouey, but in many cases their
health und even their lives. in opening up
fresh country. It is pleasing to be able
to note that miuerals other than gold are
attracting  considerable attention, The
coulfields of the colony promise to become
an important source of prosperity, and
coppermining is being assiduously and
prosperously carried on near Roebourne
i the North West, where the erection
of smelting works will shortly, n my
opinion, couduce to further discoveries, It
is sutisfactory to note from His Excel-
lency’s Speech that matters agricultural
and pustoral are in o progperous state. We
may hope that the Government will con-
tinue to encourage those engaged in these
pursuits in what appears to me to be the
most fitting manner, that is, by givingthem
every fucility for production and disposal
of their staples by a judicious policy of
public works. Itis to be regretted that in
my attempt at a forecast of the proceed-
ings of this House, I can derive so little
direct or definite information from the
Speech of His Excellency the Goveruor,
so that T an reduced to expatiate on what
I myself consider desirable more than on
what is Inid before us for consideration
by the Government. Although a pro-
portionate increase in the prosperity of
the colony to that which oceurred during
the last Parliament is almost too much to
be expected, still T think T express the
hope of every member of this Assembly tn
wishing that the prosperity of the colony
may steadily and surely increase and that
our efforts may be guided towards that
end. Mr. Spea,ker I now submit the
following Address-in-Reply for the ap-
proval of this House, and hope that
unanimons snupport will be accorded to
it —
“To His Bxcellency Lient.-Colonel Sir
“ Grerard Smith, Knight Commander of
*“ the Most Distinguished Order of St.
* Michael and St. George, Governor,
“&e., &, K.
*Ma¥ 11 Prease Yoor ExverLexcy,—
“We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
“ subjects, the members of the Legislative



10 Adddressein-Reply :

“Assembly of Western Australia, in
» Parlinment wssembled, beg to assure

“ Your Excellency of our coutinued loyalty

“and affection to our Most Gracious
¢ Bovereigu,

“We thank Your Excellency for the
+ Bpeech which you have been good encugh
“to deliver to us.

“Our most careful consideration and
 attention will be given to the important
~ matters referred to by Your Esxcellency,
*tand all other matters that may be brought
“ hefore us, and it shall be our earnest

~ endeavour to 50 deal with thein that our |

“labowrs may tend to beneficial results
“and the welfure of this colony.”

Mr. PENNEFATHER (Greenough):
Mr. Speaker,—I have very much pleasure
in rising to second the motion proposing
the Address-in-Reply. Task, through you,
sir, the same privilege the last speaker
claimed, as one inexperienced in the ways
of Parliament; and while T know that
hon. members of this House will grant
to every person who arrives amongst
them upacquainted with the procedure
of this House, the indulgence T ask,
I also feel sure that every maiden speaker
in this House will use it with discre-
tion, aud will appreciate it extremely
as an indulgence coming trom  older
members. The first subject in the Speech
we have had read to us is that of the
amendient of the Coustitution of the
colony. Ifit need any evidence to justify
those who were the mainspring in bringing
about that swendment of the Constitution,
I think it will be found in the fresh
aceession of strength which the new mem-
bers for the goldfields have introduced into
this House ; and if we may judge by the
utterances of the last speaker, I am sure
we tay conclude that these new members
will bring to the deliberations of this
Assembly a knowledpe and a readiness
and o facility of speech that will do credit
to themselves and assist our deliberations.
It any further amendment of the Consti-
tution becomes necessary, I, for my part,
shall always fake it as my duty to see
that the goldfields and mining constifu-
encies, which are undoubtedly the main-
stay of the colony, obtain, as they have a
right to obtain, a full and adequate
representation in this House. Then comes
the question which overshadows all others;
that is the question whether or not we as
a colony are prepared fo throw in our
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' lot with the other colomies of this vast
continent and become w wnited nation.
It is & grand subject o contemplate—a
subject which at first seems to awe one
by the tmportance of its considerations.
At the smme time, I caunot hide from
myselt that there are many considerations
of a most open character which it behoves
every hon. member of this House to
thoroughly weigh before he commits the -
destinies of this colony fu the united
action of the States of the other colomes.
We must recollect that our position,
geographically, is very different from that
of uny of the other colonies of this vast con-
tinent. We are removed by a wide waste
of water which tukes three or four days to
traverse, and that water, us many of us
know frow experience, rarely sleeps, but is
. always, more or less, in o state of wondrous
activity. That is the first consideration.
The next is that we have mueh to do in
this young colony; and let us unot shut
our eyes to the fact that we have before
us a boundless field for well directed
activity. I will ask hon. members of this
House to consider whether those of our
wants which are of a pressing nature cun
be more adequately attended to by having
the central power, which controls them,
at an extreme distance—say in any part
of Victoria or New South Wales —than
if we retain the same governing authority
amongst ourselves. T venture to say that
there is not one hon. member in the
House who would think for one moment
that, during the past three or four years
of wonderful activity, such us T might
say electrified the various departments of
the State, we could have oblained the
sante facilities for coomnunication, whether
by rail, telegraph or post, if the authority
which has the direction and control of
these services were situated 1 New South
Wales or Victoria. I look on federation
as a subject thut is fascinating. When T
read, as most hon. members, T wm sure,
have also read, some of the most eloquent
speeches which were delivered in the
recent Convenfion in  Adelaide—some
wonderful examples of elognence, bril-
lantly put and illustrated by imaginative
minds—-I almest wondered whether I
was living in the regions of politics, or
reading a romunce such as might have
heen written by Rider Hagurd or some
other imaginative author. We are apt to
, be carried away by the glamour of elo.
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quent tongues, particularly when those
tongues are stimulated by imaginative
minds. When the tongue which is ready
and puinted, and the mind which is
keenr and active, come inio conjunction,
then, of course the zudience are spell-
bound. The time has now come when
we must gravely approach the subject
of federation, removed from these -
fluences. The first thing to counsider,
when a man makes a proposition to you,
is: what are the motives which prompt
that proposition ? If you find the motive
is honourable and the proposition is dis-
interested, you will no doubt pay great
attention, reason it oul, and perhaps
ultimately adopt it. Then hon. members
have to consider whether those gentlemen,
who were, s0 to speak, the motive power
that brought together that vast Conven-
tion were, as it might he said, actnated
by a desire for personal aggrandisement
or by personal ambition. Many peli-
ticians, as we all know, having conquered
fields within their own limits, scar to
regions only confined by the shores of this
vast continent.

Mr. W. James:
ambition, is it not ?

Mr. PENNEFATHER: No doubt a
most worthy and laudable ambition ; but
at what cost? The cost may be too great
for the benefit you receive. It is pro-
posed among other things—and it will be
adopted if the federation scheme is carried
vut in its entirety —that we, and every
other State, shall surrender the revenues
derived from customns and excise. A
speech to which I particularly want to
direct attention, was delivered at the
Adelaide Convention by Mr. McMillan,
-—a speech which for lucidity of language,
for the marshalling of facts, and for
the amount of instruction which can
be obiained from its reading, is un-
equalled by any address on that occa-
sion. Mr. McMillan has made a per-
fect study of the statistics of the several
colonies; and inreasoning thematterout, in
support of Lis argunment that ¥ would he
unfair to confine the basis of representation
to population, he showed that the smaller
colonies would be yielding up their revenues
and wot getting anything practical in
refurn.  He illustrated that in a very
apt mwanner. He said he bad at some
labour obtained information from a re-
lizble source that the average revenue per

That is a worthy
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head of the population for the whole of
this continent is, roughly speaking, £]
18¢. 7d.  With that as & starfing point
he reasoned out what each colony would
gain or surrender. The firgt in import-
ance that would gain is New South
That colony, according to Mr.
MecMillan's wecount, would gain no less
a sum per. annum than £319,000. The

" next eplony that would guin in proportion

Australia, which would ob-
tain  something like £140,000. 'Then
comes Victorin with a gauin of about
£10,000, owing no doubt to its high
protective duties; and then Tasmania,
with a gaiu of about £27,000. Now come
the two colonies thatwould lose. The first
is Queensland, which would lose aunually
ahout £180,000; and the second is the
colony of Western Australia, which
would loge no less u sum smnuallv than
£319,000.

Mr. W.Janes: Thutis not the scheme
proposed in the financial clauses.

Mr. PENNEFATHER: My friend op-
posite may say that; but what T lLave
said is put forward as the basis of what
we are asked to surrender. [SEVERAL
Meusers: No.] We have a right to
consider whether it is justifiable to make
that surrender. There is, of course, to
be intercolonial freetrade ; and inter-
colonial freetrude would be the means of
breaking down barriers—a breaking down
which 1 dare say some members in this
House would be only too glad to see; but
that breaking down would be at the cost
I have just mentioned. The next con-
sideration is that we would have of course
to surrehder our system of telegraph
service and our post otfice service; and
the main consensus of opinion went so
far as to support the surrender of our
railway system. [Hox. MEumBERs: No,
No.] Well, at any rate, the surrender
of the railway svstem could be fought
for. Our post and telegraph services are
worked for an amount not exceeding
£60,000 or thereabouts per annum as a
loss. But it must be borne in mind that
the major portion of that amount is made
up not of the cost of maintenance but of
the cost of construction. The aunual
loss im Victoria on the maintenance
of the post and telegraph services is not
less than £98,000, and there is a similar
Joss in New South Wales. And yet we
are called on to throw in vur little lot and

is South
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to suffer in common with the other States.
IAn Hox, MemsEr: So we ought to do.]
Tha.t. may be; but at what cost 7 ITwould
ask these gentlemeu who will represent
this colony at the Convention to remem.
her that, 1f they are asked to throw the
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lot of this colony in with the others, we °

must be admitted as a State, and not only
in proportion to population. Federation,
as I understand it, is & umon of States;
and vet the basis of the federation pro-
posed is to he the number of the popula-
tion of each colony. That is an advantage
that would muke the older colonies
pre-eminently powerful. Where such a
vondition of things may be brought about,
great consideration is necessary, and we
should net run precipitately into the
scheme until we have throughly weighed
it in every aspect. It is & matter of his-
tory that for the lust 50 years my country-
men in Ireland have been fighting tor
Home Rule, and T hope they will get
it; but I would remind memnbers of this
House that this federal measure has for
its object the alicnation of Home Rule.
If the powers I have indicated are sur-

readered by this colony, it means that |

they are gone for ever. When you join
this union you never can withdraw from
it. A similar conStitution was fraed in
the Tuited States of America. But that
constitution was trmmed at n time when
America was forced to the step by outside
hostile pressure. Yet what was the re-
sult after nearly half o century of such o
constitution ¥ The fields of America were
drenched in blood, in order to assert the
clzims of some States to withdraw orsecede
atpleasure. [Mr.InLixaworTH: Theydid
not secede.]  They did uot; but what did
it cost that counir ¥ Tt cost the country
a million hives. 'l‘hcu,tor e, this House, in
considering this question of federation,
ought to remember that before we join
a union where such consequences may
follow, it ix necessary to weigh in our
minds every wrgument. It is neces-
sarv this colony shonld be adequately
represented at the next Convention in
Sydner. I doa not sav a word to the con-
trary ; and L sure the gentlemen who
are to represent us will do_ justice to our
cuse.  1f they do that justicy, they will not
be forgetful of the trusi thatis reposed in
thew, not only by their local consti-
tuents, but by the united veice of this
House. speaking on behalf of the colony.

_every
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Federation is no doubt s most awmbitious
subject. Tt is a subject that almost
intoxivates one, when it is considered
thut those enguged in the work may
have the framing of a great nation.
which will, perhups, in time, rival some
of the preatest nations that ever existed.
It would be a grand thing to have one's
pame linked with such a novement,
and handed down to posterity asa framer
and maker of so woble a Coustitution.
But I regret to say that, in my opinion,
the time has not yet come for this young
colony-—young in growth and young in
responsible Government—to joinin fedel -
tion; for we have vet much to do in the
deve]opment of our local resources and
effecting necessary improvements. But
when the time does come, as it may come.
when we ourselves, by population and by
wealth and power, can take our stand
equal, and not subservient, to any of the
other colonies, then will he the time to
throw in our lot, and become part of u
federnted Aunstralia. T am sure it is our
desive that in our history to be handed
down to nations unborn it should be
shown that we, at the proper time and
at a proper juucture, acted wisely, and
were not carried away imprudently or
impetuously. There is one other subject
I should like to touch upon, if I am not
wearying the attention of hon. members—
thut is the subject of agricultural lands
which have been thrown open and been
availed of very largely by many settlers,
not only those who were in this colony,
but by many who have come from other
colonies to make their homes here. Let,
me asswe hon, members that although T
w here as, comparatively speaking, a
new-comer to the colony, T intend, like
man who comes fromn the sane
colony as myself, to throw my lot
in with you. All counsiderations of the
past are sunk, in our case, for those
of the future. Therefore it is 1 would
ask the House to remember that if, in
auvthing T have said, there is what some
may perhaps call o weakness, or what
others may regard uas expressions of
unkindness towards the colony we have
left, yet there is a higher consideration
with us, and that is the comnon good of
this colony. T hope the uctivity of ocur
Lands Department will be continued, as
1 am glad to see it has been during the
lust six months; and I wm sure every-
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one in this portion of the country
especially will be conscious that agricul-
ture is one of the great arteries for the
cireulution of the wenlth of this country.

(17 Avausr, 1897.]

The Minister who has this department .

under his guiding care has shown such

activity in his administration. and such -

sympathy with those members of this

House who want anything done to assist .

their own districts, that 1 hope he won't
stop short in his efforts, but will curry
his activity much further afield. 1 hope
also to have the opportanity of reminding
him that there are many arid plains up
about Geraldton—(Mr. Simrsox: No; not
about Geraldton)-—and to the north of
Gleraldton, also the sonth of it. which only
need proper distribution of water to make
those parts no less productive than the
more favoured portions in thesouth. That
can be done by a system of urigation;
not, however, to be carried out at any
great cost at first.  We know that
many blunders have been committed i
Victorin over the matter of irrigation;
therefore I only ask the Govermment to
approach this subject rather gingerly at
first, by arranging a plan of distribution,
and then, if the people think fit, let them
apply the water for themselves.
will be the means of stimulating ayri-

2 e mar = —
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me, nolwithstanding the few baniering
remarks occasionally from the other side:
and [ ghall, 6f course, get wsed to them
in time. What T admire is that there is
no personal feeling in such remarks; and
50 long as [ am a member of the House,
and receive such friendly trentment, I
shall be the first to reciprocate. I thank
hon. members for the attention thev have
given me.

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved the ad-
journment of the debate.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hou.
S. Burt) said it would be for the House
to decide the date to which the debate
should be adjourned ; and on this point he
would like to convey tothe House a sug-
gestion on behalt of the Government. On

« the following day (Wednesday) the Gov-

- Bill,

That expected the Premier would lw in his

culfure in those parts which, I regret -

to say, are nol over-prosperous at ple‘-ent
I do not know in what particular aspect
I can say anything in reference to ove
subject on which the hon. member who
preceded me spoke at length. 1t is a sub-
ject, of course, with which he is in-

timately connected—the gold production
_ing of that Bill; bevause it was intended

of the colony. Though T represent an
agricultural constituency, 1 have just as
much sympathy with the mining constitu-
encies as any hon member, and I think it
will be a bad day for this colony if mining
interests are opposed to agricultural in-
terests. Let them go hand-im-hand; and
it should be the duty of all those hon.
members who represent agriculiural con-
stituencies, to hold out the hand of friend-
ship and assistance to the representatives
of mining constitnencies. in every possible
way.

Me. ILuisoworts: We will keep yon
to your promise.

Mr. PENNEFATHER: I never make
a promise unless I keep it. Before I sit
down, T must thank the House for the
kindly hearing that has been accorded to

ermment thought it would suit the con-
venience of hon. mnembers if fhe House
met at the usnal hour of half-past four,
and, if desired. sit during the evening, to
afford opportunity for going on with the
debate on the Addvess-in-Reply. The
Government would propose that the House
should go into Committee of the Whole, tor
the consideration of the Commonwealth
on Fhursday next, when it was

place and would submit a motiou to that
effect. 'The Government, therefore, asked
the Honse to continue the debate on the
Address-in-Reply on the fellowing after-
noon and evening, making sonte progress
with it, if not completingit. The general
debate on the Comnionwealth Bill could be
commencec on Thursday. Téwould not be
necessary to move the first and second read-

to follow the procedure adopted in other
colonies. by at once going into Committee
for considering bhe clanses of the Bill.
The House would, therefore, be moved
into Committee of the Whole, on Thurs-
day; and at that stage it would be open
to hon. members to debate the general

- principles of federation to any extent they

" on the Address-in-Reply.

might think fit. For these reasons, the
Government suggested to hon. members
the desimubility of limiting in some re-
spects their observations on the general
question of federation during the debate
Hon. mem-
bers were invited to hold those obser-
vations over untif the discussion of the
motion to go into Committee ot the Whole
on the Commonwealth Bill. An hon,
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member opposite had said there was very '

little to discuss in the Speech. Well, he
(the Attorney General) was not inclined

[COUNCIL.}

to disagree with that bon. member, and
perhaps the absence of material for dis- |

cussion was not altogether » misfortune.

An Hox., Mpuser: There was a lot
you forgot to put in the Speech.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: At
any rate, it was hoped the debate on the
Address-in-Reply would be concluded on
the Wednesday evening, in order to clear
the ground for the federal discussion on
Thursday.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he had
much pleasure in acceding to the wish of
the Attorney General; and, with the leave
of the House, would move the adjourn-
ment of the debate until the following day.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) pointed out that the hon. member
was quite right in merely moving that the
debate be adjourned, as the motion to
follow that would be that the House at
its rising should adjowrn until the fol-
lowing day.

Motion—that the debate be adjourned
—put and passed.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL then
moved—- That the House af its rising do
adjourn until to-morrow, at half-past four
o'clock.”

Put and passed.

PAPERS, &c., PRESENTED.

By the SrEager : Public Accounts for
the financial year ended 30th June, 1896,
accompanied by the Auditor General’s
sixth annual report.

By the Arrorney GENERAL: ]. Report

by Joint Library Committee of arrange-

ments

made for placing the Parlia- |

mentary Reporting Staff on a permanent
andefficient basts. 2. Annual Reportof Col- |

lector of Customs, Registrar of Shipping,
&e. 2. Copy of Commonwealth Bill, as
prepared by the Federal Convention at
Adelaide. (Bill ordererd to be printed.)

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
Introduced {upon leave given) by the

ATTORNEY (PENERAL. and read a first '

time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 455 o’clock
until next day.

1

Commonaoealth Bill.

Fegislative
Wednesdey, 18th August, 1897

@ ouncil,

Question = Intercelonial Freetrnde—Question : Re-
placement of Railwoy Stock—Cooumonwenlth Bill:
explanation of procedure—Address-in-Reply : vecond
dny's debsate and conclusion—Adjenrmnent,

The ACTING-PRESIDENT (Hon. J.
W. Hackett) took the Chair at 4-30 o’clock
pn.

PravERS.
QUESTION—INTERCOLONTAL FREB-
TRADE.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
If the Government were in favour of
intercolonial freetrade.

Tar MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) rveplied: Not under
present circumstances.

QUESTION—REPLACEMENT OF RATL-
WAY ROLLING 8TOCK.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
What principle was adopted in regard to
replacing worn ont railway stock, and if
it was replaced from revenue or loan
moneys.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied: That the
system adopted up to the present was
that the cost of repairing or rebuilding
rolling stock had been defrayed from
revenue, and not from loan meneys.

COMMONWEALTH BILL.
EXPLANATION OF PROCEDURE,

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), having laid on the
table a copy of the Commonwealth Bill
a8 drafted by the Adelaide Convention,
and given notice of a motion in connec-
tion with the same, said: I would point
out. to hon. members that, when this
motion is brought forward to-morrow

_ evening, they will bave an opportunity

then of addressing themselves to the
subject of the Federation Bill. All the
speeches that are made then will be taken
as gecond-reading speeches, so that hon.
members can say what they think fit in



